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Summary

Conflicts of Identity Expressed in Voice
A Case Study of Happy End’s “Haikarahakuchi”

ISHIKAWA Ai

Happy End (1970-1973) is considered one of the most important bands since the
dawning of rock music in Japan. While critics have noted how the band developed the re-
lationship between their Japanese lyrics and the beat of their American rock-influenced
songs, Happy End’s vocals have received far less attention. Since the band’s vocals una-
voidably deviate from those configured in the identities of American rock musicians and
listeners, who perform and listen in a very different cultural context, Happy End’s singing
voices are a significant factor when analyzing the band’s connection to and independence
from the American rock genre. This paper investigates how Happy End established authen-
ticity in the sound of its Japanese rock, focusing on the band members’ singing voices and
lyrical content.

Section 1 surveys the history of American rock music and the situation of Japanese
popular music from the 1950s to the 1960s, introducing Happy End as a case study to ex-
plore the relationship between American rock music and the Japanese new rock genre.
Happy End’s members were attracted to American rock but took a skeptical view of the
countercultural American rock community. At the same time, the band had to establish the
authenticity of its music in Japan, creating a form of rock that was different from its Amer-
ican counterpart because it emerged from the colonial culture of the postwar period. Section
2 and Section 3 analyze “Haikarahakuchi”, one of the most famous songs of Happy End’s
oeuvre, the composition of which shows the band’s awareness of the contrast between
American and Japanese culture. Section 2 discusses the singing voice of Ohtaki Eiichi, the
main vocalist of “Haikarahakuchi”, comparing his vocal style with those found in Japan's
popular and folk music genres. Section 3 examines the connection between Ohtaki’s singing
voice and the lyrical theme of “Haikarahakuchi”, which describes the frustration of a (Jap-
anese) man who could not internalize the authenticity of American culture. This theme de-
manded the characteristic vocal style of the “collapse of the falsetto” and played a

significant role in Happy End establishing its musical authenticity in Japan.
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