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Summary

A Discussion on the Theorization of the Basis of
Dual Phantasmal Vision between Anime Characters and Seiyuus

CHENG Si

This article/paper aims to illustrate the theorization of anime audiences’ cognitive
intermixing anime characters and anime seiyuus. Nowadays, it's common for Japanese
anime audiences to conceive of the anime seiyuus through the characters, and conversely
the characters they previously played through the seiyuus — a process of envisioning. The
appearances of anime characters and anime seiyuus are visually different which leads to the
question — how, and through what means, does this envisioning take place? The answer
to this question has not been fully theorized in extant literature. This article thus builds
upon insights from previous works on anime characters and anime which focused on the
‘body’ to discuss this double phantasmal vision. This article argues that the dual envision-
ing of anime character and anime seiyuu occur based on the unique body of anime character
and the body of seiyuu. The former emerged in Japanese TV anime and the latter was con-
structed from the stardom of seiyuu since the second boom of anime seiyuu.

This article shall further investigate what is meant by the “soulful body” of anime
characters” and how the notion of soulful body relates to the character’s voice. The discus-
sion in this part of the article is based on Thomas Lamarre’s research on Japanese anime
and his concept of “soulful body”. According to Lamarre, the pervasive application of lim-
ited animation in Japanese anime restrains characters from making continuous and com-
prehensive movements. This phenomenon led to the distinctive visual designs of characters,
which consequently motivated the audience to participate in ‘reading’ these presentations
through their imagination and experience. The notion of ‘soulful body’ refers to the body
that emerges in this process of ‘reading’. Similarly, the unsynchronous voice of the anime
characters also comprises the factors to excite the ‘reading’. In this way, audiences can en-
vision anime seiyuu — the providers of the voice, whilst watching the character.

On the other hand, it is also important to understand, and locate, the concept of
‘soulful body” within the context of seiyuu’s flourishing. Seiyuu came to prominence during
the second boom of anime and anime seiyuu, in particular, came to the fore due to the pop-
ularity of anime magazines. Due to the intensive promotion in anime magazines, public
image of anime seiyuu evolved into an ambiguous construction to bind their outer and inner

characteristics, extending far beyond their physical presence. This constructed image is thus
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an assemblage of various distinctive parts parallel to the visual design of anime characters,
which also invites the audience to ‘read’. The ‘body’ of anime seiyuu emerges through this

process of ‘reading’, in parallel with the audience’s envisioning of anime characters.
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