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Summary

The uprising of horizontality

Analyzing “The silent cry,” an unfilmed scenario
directed by Kiju Yoshida and written by Minoru Betsuyaku

TAKABE Ryo

The aim of this thesis is to analyze the scenario of “The silent cry” which was based on the
novel written by Kenzaburo Oe. This scenario was written by Minoru Betsuyaku and was to be directed
by Kiju Yoshida, but was never made into a film. We began our analysis by situating this scenario within
Yoshida's filmography.

After Yoshida finished shooting “Coup d’état,” in 1973, he gave up the idea of continuing to
make films. It is thought that this was an aversion to continuing to imitate oneself, but at the same time,
it also signified a crisis in that the white light depicted in the films had reached a critical point.

In chapter one, we argued that white light is a representation of power in his films, and in
order to move away from the center of power and acquire new creativity, Yoshida shifted the base of his
activities from the center to the periphery.

In chapter two, we began the scenario analysis of “The silent cry” and confirmed that the
scene of the hole in the ground depicted in the first chapter of the original novel was deleted, and the
scenario began with the scene of the blinds in the second chapter. It was nothing but a denial of the verti-
cality of the hole, and the scenario began with the superficiality of the blinds.

In chapter three, we confirmed that this superficiality leads to the surface of the hotel corridor,
where Taka became a horizontal figure moving horizontally with respect to the surface, transporting the
characters to the periphery of the forest. Meanwhile, the main character, Mitsu, was a vertical figure, and
when he entered the forest, we could see the montage as if he were warping to the periphery by editing
without moving.

In chapter four and five, we confirmed the movement of Taka, a horizontal figure running
around on a “pure surface”, and this horizontality was a means of "uprising" against the supermarkets
with their vertical structure, and the villagers attempted to invade the center of the village by looting and
destroying the verticality.

In chapter six, we confirmed that at the end of the story, Taka was dragged into verticality,
which isolated him from the people of the village and caused him to commit suicide. Horizontality was

defeated and a new verticality was found: the underground cellar. Mitsu entered the cellar and cowered
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for a while, which can be understood as a challenge to the superficiality that had sustained Yoshida's works

up to that point, as he broke through the surface and went to the depths.
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