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Summary

Striking the God
Mariko Okada & Kiju Yoshida’s method to “Confessions Among Actresses”

TAKABE Ryo

The purpose of this paper is to examine how Mariko Okada performed in the
works up to Yoshishige Yoshida's "Confessions Among Actresses". Yoshida asked her to
give an "undetermined performance" rather than the existing image of Okada given unilat-
erally by the film company, to which Okada responded with a "dance" performance in
which she acted "as her body moves and her facial expressions move". However, it is im-
possible for us to confirm whether the performance is really "as her body moves" or not,
and it cannot be logically explained by words. In the first place, a film actor is a being de-
prived of words, and Okada in Yoshida's work shows signs of aphasia. Listening to her
voiceless "confession" from this difficult point of aphasia is also a problem that is developed
in "Confessions Among Actresses". In this film, there are repetitions and "gaps" in multiple
dimensions, and the scenes in the film depict the analysis of her inner psychology from
these "gaps". We applied this method recursively to the film itself to analyze how she be-
trayed the prepared scenario and transformed her own performance. In the film, she
slapped her manager Minamikawa hard on his cheek, but the scenario did not specify this
move. We judged that it was probably an accidental staging based on her movements and
signs on the set, and visually heard her voiceless "confession" there. We interpreted this
gesture as a reference to the last line of "Heroic Purgatory," in which she "strikes" the "god"
of her own star image. In this way, Okada as a film "star" left Yoshida's films and survived

as an "actress" to this day.
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